Topcroft Parish Council

Minutes from Topcroft Parish Council meeting held on Monday, 12th. May 2014 from 8pm in Topcroft Pavilion.

Present: Trevor Potter TP, Peter Rout PR, Caroline Moulton CM, Jane Andrews JA, Step Dye SD

Also Present: Paul Rand, John Catchpole, John Frost, Maureen Punt

1. Apologies:                                                                                                                                                       Stephen Roberson

2. To appoint a chairman                                                                                                         
            No election took place as no candidate was forthcoming, it was agreed that PR would Chair the  
meeting, SD proposed and TP seconded. TD expressed his thanks to the outgoing Chairman JA 
for all her hard work during the year.

3. To appoint a vice chairman                                                                                                        
           CM proposed TD, and SD seconded, TD expressed his willingness to continue.

4. To approve the Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on the 13th. May 2013.                  
These were approved and signed.

5. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 17th March 2014                                                       These were approved and signed

6. To record declarations of interests from members in any item to be discussed.                                 PR declared he had in interest in item 8 on the Agenda.

7. Application for vacancy of a Parish Councillor.                                                                                          Parish Clerk stated he had not received any applications. Further discussion took place and it was decided to enhance the advertisement on the Notice Boards and to attempt to advertise in the June addition of the Hempnall Parish Magazine. The advertisement to be amended to two vacancies.

8.  Application update 2013/0023/F                                                                                                             CM stated she had been in touch with the Case Officer, who had stated that the application was complying with the Planning permission, they were not concerned and would not be taking any action after considering the overall application. PR said he had until September 2014 to commence work. TD voiced concerns about the Councils’ decision as the land in question was Agricultural and could give rise to further abuses from others.

9. Finance

a) To sign the annual return for the year ending March 2014. These were not approved as issues were raised by the Parish Clerk, particularly with regard to possible PAYE obligations not reflected in the accounts and no valuation of Assets.  The current format of Income and Expenditure did not facilitate Accruals for unpaid invoices received before the 30th. March 2014. Clarification to be established by the next PCC meeting and amended accounts, if necessary, be made available for approval.

b) To consider insurance quotes. Two quotes were received first from Came & Company the second from AON, both were for £159.00. It was decided to continue with Came &Company, proposer Step Dye, seconded Trevor Potter.
c)  To consider Fixed Asset Register.                                                                                                     

The Parish Clerk raised concerns that the FAR did not reflect current values, this was a problem on two counts, one, no valuation for the accounts and not accurate for insurance purposes. It was agreed the register was no longer accurate and required further discussion, this was postponed until the next meeting.

d) To receive financial report to date. This was received.

e) To approve Clerks wages for the year.                                                                                               

As this tied in with item 9a, this was not approved and postponed to the next PC meeting.

f) To consider paying the dog bin emptying invoice. The outstanding invoice was approved, as reports reflected an improvement in the emptying of the bins and should no longer be withheld.

10. Standing orders.                                                                                                                            Councillors had considered the variation in Standing Orders received from other Parishes, the Denton submission was favoured. The Parish Clerk was instructed to edit the Denton Standing orders, where applicable for use by TPC.

11. Broadband.                                                                                                                                                  PR had been investigating potential improvements regarding broadband speeds within the Topcroft area. He reported there was little likelihood of any improvement in the near future but reported there were two alternatives worth investigating further, WiSpire, (website for further information) www.dioceseofnorwich.org/churches/buildings/wispire and ThinkingWISP is also effective in some rural areas http://www.thinkingwisp.co.uk/ . Further discussion needed at future meetings.

12. Website structure and objective.                                                                                                            Parish Clerk reported that pre-structured Web providers such as Weebly used by CM (http://nhd.weebly.com/) or others such as 1 & 1 (www.1and1.co.uk ) to whom an annual fee is paid for the site. Content, appearance and style is determined by the user, no special knowledge or skill required. It was decided this would be deferred until the next meeting but in the meantime the Parish Clerk would provide a tick list to help on design and content considerations.

13. To receive a report from the Parish Meeting.                                                                                    There were no items to report.

14. Village issues

a) Dog Fowling, Warden and Bins. The general consensus was that the Dog Bins were being emptied more regularly but dog fowling was still a major issue. Two plastic and three adhesive Prosecution warning signs were distributed, the recipients to decide the most effective places to display them.

b) Highways and Potholes.                                                                                                                    
   To date no contact had been made by the Rangers. No repair work had been carried out and the following locations were the most urgent: By Longwood House, Trees Farm, the junctions on Church Road with Rookery and Rectory Lane, approx 125 yards north side of Valley Farm along the Low Road. Details to be sent to Councillor Margarette Sommerville, who has undertaken to try and expedite the reparation.

c) Public Footpaths.                                                                                                                                                 A complaint had been received by e-mail from a member of the Hempnall Ramblers, drawing our attention to poorly maintained footpaths, finger signs missing and footpaths blocked. Two incidents were highlighted, the footpath at the side of Holly House was blocked by horse manure and the field opposite, the path had been ploughed and Oil Seed Rape planted making the footpath impassable. TP agreed to approach the owner in an attempt to resolve the problem.

d) Mains Sewerage.                                                                                                                         Application forms have been received. Some discussion was held regarding whether there was much likelihood of Anglian Water thinking it viable as the nearest link was over three miles away. The matter was deferred to the next meeting.

15. To receive items for information.                                                                                                             PR reported further contact has been made with Bob Edwards regarding re-location of Speed Limit signs, the idea was favourable received but the main issue now is the cost this would incur.

TP presented a quote for a replacement Notice Board which was to be put on file until comparable quotes had been received.

Concern was voiced about the lack of maintenance of the verges, the undergrowth making it hazardous driving in certain areas. Parish Clerk to contact SNC to establish what this years schedule is.

Parish Clerk for Ditchingham Parish Council and the Parish Clerk for Pulham had voiced interest in the position of TopCroft Parish Clerk. The general councillors had a preference for the applicant from Ditchingham as more local. TP to arrange interviews.

16. To receive items for the next Agenda.                                                                                                Replacement and repairs to Notice Boards.

Meeting to be held  8pm July 7th. 2014                                                                                            

Meeting closed at 10.00pm

